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Ecosystem

A term to describe a discrete unit that consists of
living and non-living parts, interacting to form a
stable system. Fundamental concepts include the
flow of energy via food-chains and food-webs, and
the cycling of nutrients biogeochemically.

Ecosystem principles can be applied at all scales.
Principles that apply to an ephemeral pond, for
example, apply equally to a lake, an ocean, or the

whole planet. Oxford “A Dictionary of Ecology”
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